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Executive Summary

P:G BETA is built on the foundation of a respectful, safe, and environmentally
conscious community of outdoor enthusiasts. These comprehensive rules and
guidelines establish the standards for behavior, safety practices, and community
interaction that ensure P:G BETA remains a positive and valuable platform for all
users. The guidelines reflect the core values of outdoor recreation: respect for nature,
consideration for others, safety consciousness, and commitment to preserving
outdoor spaces for future generations.

These rules serve multiple purposes: protecting the safety and well-being of all
community members, preserving the natural environments we explore, maintaining
the quality and integrity of platform content, and fostering a welcoming community
that encourages participation from outdoor enthusiasts of all backgrounds and
experience levels. Understanding and following these guidelines is essential for
maintaining your account in good standing and contributing positively to the P:G
BETA community.

The guidelines are organized into several key areas: community behavior standards,
safety requirements, environmental responsibility, content quality standards, privacy
and security protocols, and enforcement procedures. Each section provides detailed
explanations of expectations, practical examples of appropriate behavior, and clear
consequences for violations. The guidelines are designed to be comprehensive yet
practical, providing clear direction while allowing for the diverse ways people enjoy
outdoor recreation.
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Core Community Values

P:G BETA is founded on fundamental values that guide all aspects of community
interaction and platform development. These values reflect the best traditions of
outdoor recreation while embracing the opportunities that modern technology
provides for enhancing outdoor experiences and building community connections.

Respect for Nature and Environmental Stewardship

Environmental stewardship represents the cornerstone of responsible outdoor
recreation and forms the foundation of the P:G BETA community. Every user is
expected to demonstrate respect for natural environments through their actions both
in the field and in their contributions to the platform. This commitment extends
beyond personal behavior to include advocacy for environmental protection and
education of other community members about sustainable outdoor practices.

The Leave No Trace principles [1] provide the framework for environmental
responsibility within the P:G BETA community. These principles include planning
ahead and preparing appropriately, traveling and camping on durable surfaces,
disposing of waste properly, leaving what you find, minimizing campfire impacts,
respecting wildlife, and being considerate of other visitors. Each principle has specific
applications within the context of P:G BETA activities, and community members are
expected to understand and apply these principles consistently.

Environmental education and awareness are ongoing responsibilities for all
community members. Experienced users are encouraged to share knowledge about
sustainable practices, environmental challenges, and conservation opportunities with
newer community members. The platform provides tools and resources for
environmental education, and users are expected to engage with these resources and
contribute their own knowledge and experiences.

Climate change awareness and adaptation represent emerging aspects of
environmental responsibility that are increasingly relevant to outdoor recreation.
Community members are encouraged to understand how climate change affects
outdoor environments, adapt their activities appropriately, and support efforts to
mitigate environmental impacts. This includes choosing sustainable transportation
options when possible, supporting conservation organizations, and advocating for
environmental protection policies.



Safety and Risk Management

Safety consciousness permeates all aspects of the P:G BETA community, reflecting the
understanding that outdoor recreation involves inherent risks that must be managed
responsibly. Every community member has a responsibility to prioritize safety in their
own activities while contributing to the safety of others through information sharing,
assistance, and adherence to established safety protocols.

Personal responsibility for safety begins with honest self-assessment of skills,
experience, and physical capabilities relative to planned activities. Community
members are expected to choose activities that match their current abilities while
providing appropriate challenges for skill development. This includes understanding
the difference between acceptable risk and reckless endangerment, and making
decisions that prioritize long-term safety over short-term excitement.

Preparation and planning represent fundamental safety practices that every
community member must embrace. Adequate preparation includes researching
planned activities, checking weather and environmental conditions, carrying
appropriate gear and supplies, informing others of plans and expected return times,
and having contingency plans for various scenarios. The platform provides tools and
resources to support preparation and planning, and users are expected to utilize
these resources consistently.

Emergency preparedness and response capabilities are essential skills for all outdoor
enthusiasts. Community members are encouraged to develop first aid skills,
understand emergency communication procedures, and maintain emergency
supplies appropriate for their activities. The platform includes emergency features
and resources, and users are expected to understand how to access and use these
features effectively.

Community assistance and mutual aid represent important aspects of outdoor safety
culture. Experienced community members are expected to provide guidance and
assistance to newer users, while all users are encouraged to offer help when they
encounter others in need. This includes sharing current condition information,
providing route guidance, and offering direct assistance in emergency situations
when appropriate and safe to do so.



Inclusivity and Accessibility

The P:G BETA community is committed to creating an inclusive environment that
welcomes outdoor enthusiasts from all backgrounds, experience levels, and physical
capabilities. Inclusivity requires active effort from all community members to ensure
that everyone feels welcome, respected, and supported in their outdoor pursuits.

Diversity and representation are actively promoted within the P:G BETA community
through inclusive language, diverse content representation, and support for
underrepresented groups in outdoor recreation. Community members are expected
to use inclusive language in all communications, avoid assumptions about others'
backgrounds or capabilities, and actively support efforts to increase diversity in
outdoor recreation.

Accessibility considerations are integrated into all aspects of platform design and
community interaction. This includes providing content that serves users with
different physical capabilities, supporting adaptive outdoor recreation, and ensuring
that platform features work effectively with assistive technologies. Community
members are encouraged to contribute accessibility information and support
accessibility improvements.

Mentorship and skill sharing programs connect experienced outdoor enthusiasts with
newcomers to provide guidance, support, and encouragement. These programs are
designed to be inclusive and supportive, focusing on building confidence and skills
rather than demonstrating superiority or exclusivity. All community members are
encouraged to participate in mentorship activities appropriate to their experience
level.

Cultural sensitivity and awareness are important aspects of inclusive outdoor
recreation, particularly when activities take place on lands with cultural or historical
significance. Community members are expected to research and respect cultural
considerations related to their outdoor activities, follow appropriate protocols for
accessing culturally sensitive areas, and support indigenous rights and land
management practices.

Knowledge Sharing and Collaboration

The P:G BETA community thrives on the collaborative sharing of knowledge,
experiences, and resources that help all members improve their outdoor skills and
discover new opportunities. Knowledge sharing is both a privilege and a responsibility



that requires commitment to accuracy, helpfulness, and constructive communication.

Accurate information sharing forms the foundation of community trust and safety. All
community members are expected to provide truthful, accurate, and current
information in their contributions to the platform. This includes trail conditions,
geocache status, safety considerations, and personal experiences. Information should
be presented objectively, with clear distinctions between factual observations and
personal opinions.

Constructive feedback and communication help maintain high standards of content
quality while supporting community learning and improvement. Feedback should be
specific, helpful, and respectful, focusing on content and behavior rather than
personal characteristics. Community members are encouraged to provide positive
recognition for valuable contributions while offering constructive suggestions for
improvement when appropriate.

Collaborative problem-solving leverages the collective knowledge and experience of
the community to address challenges, answer questions, and develop solutions to
common problems. Community members are encouraged to participate in
collaborative discussions, share their expertise, and seek help when needed. The
platform provides tools for collaborative interaction, and users are expected to use
these tools constructively.

Educational content creation and curation help build the community knowledge base
while providing valuable resources for skill development and safety education.
Experienced community members are encouraged to create educational content,
while all users can contribute to content curation through ratings, reviews, and
feedback. Educational content should be accurate, well-organized, and accessible to
users with different experience levels.

Community Behavior Standards

The P:G BETA community maintains high standards for interpersonal interaction that
reflect the values of respect, helpfulness, and constructive engagement. These
standards apply to all forms of communication within the platform, including
comments, reviews, direct messages, and community discussions.



Respectful Communication and Interaction

Respectful communication forms the foundation of positive community interaction
and requires consistent attention to tone, language, and consideration for others'
perspectives and experiences. All community members are expected to communicate
in ways that demonstrate respect for others regardless of their background,
experience level, or opinions.

Language and tone standards require that all communication be civil, constructive,
and appropriate for a diverse community that includes users of all ages and
backgrounds. This includes avoiding profanity, inflammatory language, personal
attacks, and discriminatory comments. Communication should focus on content and
ideas rather than personal characteristics, and disagreements should be expressed
respectfully and constructively.

Cultural sensitivity in communication requires awareness that the P:G BETA
community includes members from diverse cultural backgrounds with different
communication styles, values, and perspectives. Community members should avoid
assumptions about others' cultural backgrounds, be patient with language
differences, and demonstrate openness to learning about different perspectives and
approaches to outdoor recreation.

Constructive disagreement and conflict resolution skills are essential for maintaining
positive community dynamics when differences of opinion arise. Disagreements
should focus on specific issues rather than personal characteristics, include
acknowledgment of valid points made by others, and seek common ground or
mutually acceptable solutions. When conflicts cannot be resolved through direct
communication, community members should utilize platform reporting and
mediation resources.

Harassment and bullying prevention requires active commitment from all community
members to recognize and address inappropriate behavior. Harassment includes
persistent unwanted contact, intimidation, threats, discriminatory comments, and
other behavior that creates a hostile environment. Community members are expected
to report harassment when they observe it and support those who experience it.



Helpful and Constructive Engagement

Helpful engagement goes beyond basic civility to actively contribute value to
community discussions and interactions. Community members are encouraged to
provide assistance, share knowledge, and support others in ways that enhance the
overall community experience.

Information sharing standards require that shared information be accurate, relevant,
and helpful to the intended audience. When sharing trail conditions, geocache
information, or safety considerations, community members should provide specific
details, current observations, and clear context that helps others make informed
decisions. Information should be updated when conditions change, and corrections
should be made promptly when errors are identified.

Question answering and assistance protocols encourage community members to
provide helpful responses to questions and requests for assistance. Good responses
include specific information, relevant personal experience, and suggestions for
additional resources when appropriate. Responses should be tailored to the
questioner's apparent experience level and specific needs, avoiding unnecessary
complexity or condescension.

Mentorship and guidance opportunities allow experienced community members to
support newcomers through formal and informal mentoring relationships. Effective
mentorship focuses on building confidence and skills, providing encouragement and
support, and sharing knowledge in accessible ways. Mentors should be patient with
learning processes and supportive of different approaches to outdoor recreation.

Community building activities help strengthen relationships and create positive
community culture through shared experiences, collaborative projects, and social
interaction. Community members are encouraged to participate in group activities,
contribute to community projects, and support initiatives that benefit the broader
community.

Content Quality and Contribution Standards

High-quality content contributions are essential for maintaining the value and
reliability of the P:G BETA platform. All community members who contribute content
are expected to meet established quality standards while providing accurate, helpful,
and well-organized information.

Accuracy and verification requirements ensure that contributed content reflects actual



conditions and experiences rather than speculation or outdated information.
Contributors should base their content on personal experience or reliable sources,
clearly distinguish between factual observations and personal opinions, and update
content when conditions change or new information becomes available.

Completeness and detail standards encourage contributors to provide comprehensive
information that helps other users plan and execute successful outdoor activities.
Complete contributions include relevant details about access, conditions, difficulty,
timing, and special considerations that might affect other users' experiences.

Organization and presentation guidelines help ensure that contributed content is
accessible and useful to other community members. Well-organized content includes
clear headings, logical structure, appropriate use of formatting, and effective
integration of photos and other media. Content should be written in clear, accessible
language that serves users with different experience levels.

Regular updates and maintenance of contributed content help ensure that
information remains current and accurate over time. Contributors are encouraged to
revisit and update their content regularly, respond to questions and feedback from
other users, and make corrections when errors are identified.
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Safety Requirements and Best Practices

Safety represents the highest priority within the P:G BETA community, and all users
are required to demonstrate commitment to safe practices in their outdoor activities
and platform interactions. Safety requirements are designed to protect both
individual users and the broader community while promoting responsible outdoor
recreation.

Personal Safety Responsibilities

Personal safety begins with honest self-assessment and appropriate activity selection
based on current skills, experience, and physical capabilities. Every community
member is responsible for making informed decisions about their outdoor activities
and ensuring that they are adequately prepared for the challenges they choose to
undertake.

Skill and experience assessment requires ongoing evaluation of your capabilities
relative to planned activities. This includes understanding your physical fitness level,
technical skills, navigation abilities, and experience with specific types of outdoor
activities. Community members should choose activities that provide appropriate
challenges while remaining within their current capabilities, and should seek
additional training or experience before attempting significantly more challenging
activities.

Physical preparation and fitness considerations are essential for safe participation in
outdoor activities. Community members are responsible for maintaining appropriate
fitness levels for their chosen activities, understanding the physical demands of
planned activities, and recognizing when physical limitations might create safety risks.
This includes considering factors such as cardiovascular fitness, strength, flexibility,
and any medical conditions that might affect outdoor activity participation.

Mental preparation and decision-making skills are equally important for outdoor
safety. This includes developing situational awareness, understanding risk
assessment principles, maintaining calm and rational thinking under stress, and
knowing when to modify or abandon plans based on changing conditions.
Community members should practice decision-making skills and seek education
about outdoor risk management.

Emergency preparedness represents a fundamental safety responsibility that includes
carrying appropriate emergency supplies, understanding emergency communication
procedures, having emergency action plans, and maintaining emergency contact
information. Community members should understand how to access emergency



services in their activity areas and should inform others of their plans and expected
return times.

Group Safety and Communication

Group activities require additional safety considerations and communication
protocols that ensure the safety and well-being of all participants. Group leaders and
participants share responsibility for maintaining safe group dynamics and effective
communication throughout outdoor activities.

Group leadership responsibilities include assessing the capabilities of all group
members, establishing clear communication protocols, making safety-focused
decisions for the group, and ensuring that all participants understand expectations
and procedures. Group leaders should have appropriate experience and training for
the activities being undertaken and should be prepared to modify or cancel activities
if safety concerns arise.

Participant responsibilities in group activities include honest communication about
capabilities and concerns, following established group protocols and decisions,
maintaining awareness of group dynamics and safety, and providing assistance to
other group members when appropriate. Participants should speak up about safety
concerns and should not hesitate to communicate when they are experiencing
difficulties.

Communication protocols for group activities should include regular check-ins and
status updates, clear signals for communication during activities, procedures for
handling emergencies or separations, and methods for making group decisions about
route changes or other modifications. Communication protocols should be
established before activities begin and should be understood by all participants.

Emergency procedures for group activities require advance planning and clear
understanding of roles and responsibilities. This includes designating emergency
contacts and communication responsibilities, establishing procedures for handling
injuries or other emergencies, planning evacuation routes and procedures, and
ensuring that all participants understand emergency protocols.

Environmental Safety and Hazard Awareness

Environmental hazards represent significant safety considerations that require
ongoing awareness and appropriate response strategies. Community members must
understand the environmental hazards associated with their activities and take



appropriate precautions to minimize risks.

Weather-related safety considerations include understanding weather patterns and
forecasts for activity areas, recognizing signs of changing weather conditions, having
appropriate clothing and gear for expected conditions, and knowing when to modify
or cancel activities based on weather. Weather safety also includes understanding
seasonal hazards such as lightning, flash floods, extreme temperatures, and severe

storms.

Wildlife safety requires understanding the wildlife species present in activity areas,
knowing appropriate behavior around wildlife, storing food and scented items
properly, and understanding what to do if wildlife encounters occur. Wildlife safety
considerations vary significantly by geographic region and season, and community
members should research specific wildlife safety information for their activity areas.

Terrain and geological hazards include understanding the stability and safety of
terrain features, recognizing signs of geological hazards such as rockfall or unstable
slopes, avoiding areas with known hazards, and understanding how weather and
seasonal conditions affect terrain safety. Terrain safety also includes understanding
the risks associated with water features, cliff areas, and other potentially dangerous
landscape features.

Plant and environmental hazards include understanding poisonous plants,
environmental allergens, water quality considerations, and other environmental
health risks. Community members should research environmental hazards specific to
their activity areas and take appropriate precautions to minimize exposure risks.

Emergency Response and Communication

Emergency response capabilities are essential skills for all outdoor enthusiasts and
require both preparation and practice to be effective when needed. Community
members should understand emergency response principles and maintain
appropriate emergency communication capabilities.

Emergency communication systems include understanding cellular coverage in
activity areas, carrying appropriate emergency communication devices, knowing how
to contact emergency services, and having backup communication plans when
primary systems are unavailable. Emergency communication also includes informing
others of activity plans and expected return times.

First aid and medical emergency response skills help community members provide
appropriate assistance when injuries or medical emergencies occur. Basic first aid
training is strongly recommended for all outdoor enthusiasts, and community



members should carry appropriate first aid supplies for their activities. Advanced
medical training is valuable for those who frequently participate in remote or high-risk
activities.

Search and rescue awareness includes understanding how search and rescue
operations work, knowing how to request search and rescue assistance,
understanding how to assist search and rescue operations, and taking steps to
prevent situations that might require search and rescue response. This includes
staying on designated routes when possible, leaving clear information about plans
and routes, and carrying appropriate signaling devices.

Emergency evacuation planning involves understanding evacuation routes and
procedures for activity areas, having plans for self-evacuation when possible, knowing
when to request evacuation assistance, and understanding how to prepare for and
assist with emergency evacuations. Evacuation planning should consider different
types of emergencies and various evacuation scenarios.

Environmental Responsibility

Environmental responsibility represents a core obligation for all P:G BETA community
members and reflects the understanding that outdoor recreation depends on healthy,
preserved natural environments. Every wuser is expected to demonstrate
environmental stewardship through their actions, contributions, and advocacy both
within the platform and in their outdoor activities.

Leave No Trace Principles and Implementation

The Leave No Trace principles [2] provide the fundamental framework for
environmental responsibility in outdoor recreation and serve as the foundation for
environmental expectations within the P:G BETA community. These principles must be
understood, practiced, and promoted by all community members.

Plan Ahead and Prepare involves researching environmental conditions and
regulations for planned activities, understanding the environmental impact of
different activities and routes, carrying appropriate gear to minimize environmental
impact, and planning activities to avoid environmentally sensitive times and locations.
Preparation also includes understanding local regulations, permit requirements, and
seasonal restrictions that protect environmental resources.



Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces requires understanding which surfaces can
withstand recreational use without damage, staying on designated trails and
established campsites when available, avoiding fragile environments such as wetlands
and alpine areas, and understanding how different weather conditions affect surface
durability. This principle also includes minimizing the creation of new trails or
campsites and restoring damaged areas when possible.

Dispose of Waste Properly encompasses all forms of waste management including
human waste, food waste, packaging materials, and other refuse. Proper waste
disposal includes packing out all trash and recyclables, disposing of human waste
appropriately based on local guidelines, avoiding the introduction of non-native
materials into natural environments, and cleaning up waste left by others when
possible.

Leave What You Find protects natural and cultural resources by prohibiting the
removal of natural objects, cultural artifacts, and other items from outdoor
environments. This principle includes avoiding damage to natural features, respecting
cultural and historical sites, leaving natural objects for others to enjoy, and
understanding legal protections for natural and cultural resources.

Minimize Campfire Impacts addresses the environmental effects of fires and cooking
activities. This includes using established fire rings when available, avoiding fires in
areas where they are prohibited or environmentally inappropriate, using lightweight
stoves instead of fires when possible, and ensuring that fires are completely
extinguished and fire sites are properly restored.

Respect Wildlife requires understanding and maintaining appropriate relationships
with wildlife that protect both animals and humans. This includes observing wildlife
from appropriate distances, avoiding feeding or approaching wildlife, storing food
and scented items properly to avoid wildlife conflicts, and understanding how human
activities affect wildlife behavior and habitat.

Be Considerate of Other Visitors promotes positive interactions between different
types of outdoor recreation users while minimizing conflicts and environmental
impacts. This includes yielding appropriately on trails, camping away from trails and
water sources, keeping noise levels appropriate for the environment, and respecting
the experiences that others seek in outdoor environments.

Conservation and Stewardship Activities

Active conservation and stewardship go beyond avoiding negative impacts to include
positive contributions to environmental protection and restoration. Community



members are encouraged to participate in conservation activities and support
environmental protection efforts.

Volunteer conservation work includes participating in trail maintenance projects,
habitat restoration activities, invasive species removal, and other hands-on
conservation efforts. Many outdoor areas depend on volunteer labor for maintenance
and protection, and community members are encouraged to contribute their time
and effort to these important activities.

Environmental monitoring and citizen science projects provide opportunities for
community members to contribute valuable data for environmental research and
management. This includes participating in wildlife monitoring, water quality testing,
climate data collection, and other scientific activities that support environmental
understanding and protection.

Conservation advocacy and education help promote environmental protection
through political action, public education, and community outreach. Community
members are encouraged to support conservation organizations, advocate for
environmental protection policies, and educate others about environmental issues
and conservation opportunities.

Sustainable recreation practices include choosing activities and approaches that
minimize environmental impact while maximizing the long-term sustainability of
outdoor recreation opportunities. This includes supporting sustainable tourism,
choosing environmentally responsible gear and services, and promoting sustainable

practices within the outdoor recreation community.

Climate Change Awareness and Adaptation

Climate change represents one of the most significant environmental challenges
facing outdoor recreation, and community members are expected to understand
climate impacts and adapt their activities appropriately while supporting climate
action efforts.

Climate impact awareness includes understanding how climate change affects
outdoor environments, recognizing signs of climate change in outdoor areas,
understanding how climate change affects outdoor recreation opportunities, and
adapting activities and expectations based on changing environmental conditions.

Adaptation strategies help community members adjust their outdoor recreation
activities to changing environmental conditions while maintaining safety and
enjoyment. This includes adjusting timing and location of activities based on changing



seasonal patterns, developing skills and gear appropriate for changing conditions,
and maintaining flexibility in planning and expectations.

Mitigation efforts focus on reducing the carbon footprint and environmental impact
of outdoor recreation activities. This includes choosing sustainable transportation
options, supporting renewable energy and sustainable practices, reducing
consumption and waste, and supporting businesses and organizations that prioritize
environmental sustainability.

Climate advocacy and education help promote understanding of climate issues and
support for climate action within the outdoor recreation community. Community
members are encouraged to educate themselves about climate science, support
climate action policies, and promote climate awareness within their communities.

Pollution Prevention and Waste Reduction

Pollution prevention and waste reduction represent essential aspects of
environmental responsibility that require ongoing attention and commitment from all
community members.

Waste minimization strategies include reducing the amount of waste generated
during outdoor activities, choosing reusable and durable gear and supplies, avoiding
single use items when possible, and planning activities to minimize packaging and
waste generation.

Proper disposal and recycling ensure that unavoidable waste is handled in
environmentally responsible ways. This includes understanding local waste disposal
and recycling options, carrying waste out of outdoor areas, disposing of hazardous
materials appropriately, and supporting recycling and waste reduction programs.

Water protection measures help prevent water pollution and protect aquatic
ecosystems. This includes using biodegradable soaps and cleaning products,
disposing of greywater appropriately, avoiding contamination of water sources, and
understanding how outdoor activities can affect water quality.

Air quality protection includes minimizing activities that contribute to air pollution,
understanding how air quality affects outdoor recreation, supporting clean air
policies and practices, and avoiding activities that generate unnecessary emissions or
pollutants.
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Geocaching Ethics and Best Practices

Geocaching within the P:G BETA platform requires adherence to established
geocaching ethics and best practices that ensure the sustainability and enjoyment of
the activity for all participants. These guidelines reflect the collective wisdom of the
global geocaching community while addressing the specific features and capabilities
of the P:G BETA platform.

Cache In, Trash Out (CITO) Principles

Cache In, Trash Out represents one of the fundamental principles of responsible
geocaching and reflects the commitment of the geocaching community to
environmental stewardship. All P:G BETA geocachers are expected to practice CITO
principles consistently and promote environmental responsibility within the
geocaching community.

Environmental cleanup during geocaching activities involves actively looking for and
removing litter and debris encountered during cache hunting expeditions. This
includes carrying trash bags or containers for collecting litter, removing trash even
when it's not related to geocaching activities, properly disposing of collected trash
after geocaching activities, and encouraging other geocachers to participate in



cleanup efforts.

Organized CITO events provide opportunities for geocachers to work together on
larger environmental cleanup and restoration projects. P:G BETA supports and
promotes CITO events through event coordination features, volunteer recruitment
tools, and recognition for environmental stewardship activities. Community members
are encouraged to organize and participate in CITO events in their local areas.

Environmental education and awareness help geocachers understand the
environmental impacts of outdoor recreation and develop skills for minimizing
negative impacts. This includes understanding Leave No Trace principles as they apply
to geocaching, learning about local environmental issues and conservation efforts,
and sharing environmental knowledge with other community members.

Habitat protection and restoration activities go beyond simple cleanup to include
active efforts to protect and restore natural habitats. This includes participating in
invasive species removal, native plant restoration, trail maintenance, and other
habitat improvement activities that benefit the environments where geocaching takes
place.

Property Rights and Access Ethics

Respect for property rights and appropriate access protocols are essential for
maintaining positive relationships with landowners and ensuring continued access to
geocaching locations. All geocachers must understand and follow property access
requirements and demonstrate respect for both public and private property.

Permission and access requirements vary significantly between different types of
property and different jurisdictions. Geocachers are responsible for understanding
access requirements for specific locations, obtaining necessary permissions before
accessing private property, following all posted rules and regulations, and respecting
seasonal closures and access restrictions.

Landowner relations require ongoing attention and positive interaction to maintain
access and support for geocaching activities. This includes communicating
respectfully with landowners and land managers, following all rules and guidelines
established by property owners, reporting problems or concerns to appropriate
authorities, and participating in efforts to maintain positive relationships with the
geocaching community.

Public land stewardship involves understanding and following regulations for
geocaching on public lands, supporting public land management agencies through



volunteer work and advocacy, respecting cultural and natural resources on public
lands, and promoting responsible use of public lands within the geocaching
community.

Private property considerations require special attention to landowner rights and
concerns. This includes obtaining explicit permission before placing or seeking caches
on private property, respecting privacy and property boundaries, avoiding damage to
private property, and maintaining positive relationships with private landowners who
support geocaching activities.

Fair Play and Honest Logging

Honest and accurate logging represents a fundamental aspect of geocaching
integrity and ensures that the geocaching community maintains trust and credibility.
All geocachers are expected to log their geocaching activities honestly and accurately
while providing helpful information for other community members.

Find logging standards require that geocachers log finds only when they have actually
located and signed the physical cache logbook. This includes physically visiting the
cache location, locating the actual cache container, signing the logbook with the
appropriate information, and replacing the cache exactly as found. Virtual finds or
logging without actually locating the cache violate community standards and
undermine the integrity of the geocaching experience.

Did Not Find (DNF) logging provides valuable information about cache status and
helps cache owners maintain their caches effectively. DNF logs should include specific
information about search efforts, current conditions at the cache location, any
problems or concerns observed, and suggestions for other geocachers or cache
owners. DNF logs should be honest and detailed rather than simply indicating failure
to find.

Cache condition reporting helps maintain cache quality and accessibility by providing
feedback about cache condition, access issues, maintenance needs, and other factors
that affect the geocaching experience. Condition reports should be specific,
constructive, and helpful to both cache owners and other geocachers.

Logbook etiquette includes signing logbooks appropriately with geocaching names
and dates, avoiding damage to logbooks and writing materials, replacing logbooks
and writing materials when necessary, and respecting the privacy and security of
cache contents and locations.

Trading and Cache Maintenance Ethics



The trading aspect of geocaching provides opportunities for positive interaction and
community building while requiring adherence to established ethics and practices
that ensure fair and appropriate exchanges.

Fair trading principles require that items placed in caches be of equal or greater value
than items removed, that trade items be appropriate for all ages and backgrounds,
that trade items be clean and in good condition, and that trading be conducted
honestly and fairly. Trading should enhance the geocaching experience for all
participants rather than depleting cache contents or creating negative experiences.

Appropriate trade items include small toys and trinkets, educational materials,
geocaching-specific items, and other objects that are interesting, appropriate, and
valuable to geocachers. Inappropriate trade items include food items, dangerous or
illegal objects, items with commercial advertising, and objects that might be offensive
or inappropriate for family-friendly activities.

Trackable item handling requires special care and attention to ensure that trackable
items continue to move through the geocaching network as intended. This includes
understanding trackable item goals and missions, moving trackable items promptly to
new locations, logging trackable item movements accurately, and providing
appropriate care for trackable items while they are in your possession.

Cache maintenance responsibilities apply to both cache owners and cache finders
who encounter maintenance issues. Cache owners are responsible for maintaining
their caches in good condition, responding to maintenance requests promptly, and
removing caches that can no longer be maintained properly. Cache finders should
report maintenance issues promptly and provide assistance with minor maintenance
when appropriate and safe.

Stealth and Discretion Practices

Maintaining stealth and discretion during geocaching activities protects cache
locations from discovery by non-geocachers while ensuring that geocaching activities
don't interfere with other outdoor recreation users or local communities.

Stealth techniques include searching for caches discretely without drawing attention
from non-geocachers, avoiding obvious searching behavior that might reveal cache
locations, timing cache searches to avoid busy periods when possible, and
maintaining normal behavior and appearance during geocaching activities.

Muggle awareness involves understanding how non-geocachers (muggles) might
perceive geocaching activities, avoiding behavior that might seem suspicious or



concerning to others, being prepared to explain geocaching activities if questioned,
and maintaining positive relationships with non-geocachers who encounter
geocaching activities.

Cache security measures help protect cache locations and contents from discovery or
damage by non-geocachers. This includes replacing caches exactly as found, avoiding
actions that might reveal cache locations, reporting security concerns to cache
owners, and taking appropriate action when cache security is compromised.

Community education about stealth and discretion helps ensure that all geocachers
understand and practice appropriate stealth techniques. This includes sharing stealth
tips and techniques with new geocachers, providing feedback about stealth practices
when appropriate, and promoting stealth awareness within the geocaching
community.

Content Quality and Accuracy Standards

High-quality, accurate content forms the foundation of the P:G BETA platform's value
to the outdoor recreation community. All users who contribute content are expected
to meet established quality standards while providing information that is helpful,
accurate, and well-organized for other community members.

Information Accuracy and Verification

Accuracy requirements ensure that all contributed information reflects actual
conditions and experiences rather than speculation, outdated information, or
inaccurate assumptions. Contributors must base their content on direct personal
experience or reliable sources while clearly distinquishing between factual
observations and personal opinions.

Source verification involves confirming the accuracy of information before sharing it
with the community. This includes verifying trail conditions through recent personal
experience, confirming geocache information through actual cache visits, cross
checking information with reliable sources when personal experience is not available,
and updating information when conditions change or new information becomes
available.

Currency and timeliness standards require that contributed information reflect
current conditions rather than outdated or historical information. Contributors should
indicate when information was collected, update information regularly based on



changing conditions, remove or modify information that is no longer accurate, and
encourage other users to provide updates when conditions change.

Fact versus opinion distinction helps users understand the nature of contributed
information and make appropriate decisions based on their own needs and
preferences. Factual information should be presented objectively with supporting
evidence, while personal opinions should be clearly identified as such and explained
with appropriate context and reasoning.

Correction and update procedures ensure that inaccurate information is corrected
promptly and that the community has access to the most current and accurate
information available. This includes monitoring contributed content for accuracy,
responding to feedback about inaccuracies, making corrections promptly when errors
are identified, and maintaining version control for significant content updates.

Completeness and Detail Requirements

Comprehensive information helps other users plan and execute successful outdoor
activities by providing all relevant details about conditions, requirements, and
considerations that might affect their experiences.

Essential information elements include basic details such as location, difficulty,
distance, time requirements, and access information that are necessary for activity
planning. Complete contributions also include safety considerations, seasonal factors,
permit requirements, and other information that affects activity feasibility and safety.

Descriptive detail standards encourage contributors to provide rich, descriptive
information that helps other users understand what to expect from specific activities
and locations. Good descriptions include information about scenic highlights,
challenging sections, navigation considerations, and unique features that make
activities worthwhile and memorable.

Context and background information help users understand the broader significance
and appeal of specific activities and locations. This includes historical information,
ecological significance, cultural considerations, and other contextual details that
enhance understanding and appreciation of outdoor experiences.

Practical guidance and tips provide actionable information that helps other users
succeed in their outdoor activities. This includes gear recommendations, timing
suggestions, route variations, and other practical advice based on personal
experience and local knowledge.

Organization and Presentation Standards



Well-organized content ensures that information is accessible and useful to other
community members regardless of their experience level or specific interests. Good
organization makes information easy to find, understand, and apply to personal
activity planning.

Structure and formatting guidelines help ensure that contributed content follows
consistent patterns that make information easy to navigate and understand. This
includes using clear headings and subheadings, organizing information logically,
using appropriate formatting for different types of content, and maintaining
consistency with platform standards and conventions.

Readability and accessibility standards ensure that contributed content serves users
with different reading abilities and assistive technology needs. This includes using
clear, simple language when possible, avoiding unnecessary jargon or technical
terms, providing definitions for specialized terms when necessary, and ensuring that
content works effectively with screen readers and other assistive technologies.

Visual integration involves effectively incorporating photos, maps, and other visual
elements that enhance understanding and appeal of contributed content. Visual
elements should be relevant, high-quality, and properly integrated with text content
to provide comprehensive information about activities and locations.

Cross-referencing and linking help users discover related content and build
comprehensive understanding of activities and locations. This includes linking to
related trails, geocaches, and points of interest, referencing relevant safety
information and regulations, and connecting content to broader themes and topics
within the platform.

Review and Quality Assurance Processes

Quality assurance processes help maintain high standards for contributed content
while providing feedback and support for contributors who want to improve their
contributions.

Peer review and feedback systems allow community members to provide constructive
feedback about contributed content while recognizing valuable contributions.
Feedback should be specific, helpful, and respectful, focusing on content quality and
accuracy rather than personal characteristics of contributors.

Editorial review processes provide additional quality assurance for content that will be
prominently featured or widely used within the platform. Editorial review includes
fact-checking, style consistency, completeness assessment, and overall quality



evaluation to ensure that featured content meets the highest standards.

Community moderation involves the broader community in maintaining content
quality through rating systems, flagging inappropriate content, and providing
feedback about content accuracy and usefulness. Community moderation helps
identify content that needs improvement while recognizing exceptional contributions.

Continuous improvement processes encourage ongoing enhancement of contributed
content through regular updates, community feedback integration, and systematic
quality assessment. Contributors are encouraged to view their content as living
documents that can be improved over time rather than static contributions that never
change.

Privacy and Security Guidelines

Privacy and security represent fundamental rights and responsibilities within the P:G
BETA community. All users must understand and respect privacy expectations while
maintaining appropriate security practices that protect both personal information and
community safety.

Personal Information Protection

Personal information protection requires careful attention to what information is
shared, how it is shared, and who has access to different types of personal data. Users
are responsible for managing their own privacy settings while respecting the privacy
choices of other community members.

Profile information management involves making informed decisions about what
personal information to include in public profiles, understanding the implications of
different privacy settings, regularly reviewing and updating privacy preferences, and
maintaining appropriate boundaries between public and private information.

Location privacy considerations are particularly important for outdoor recreation
activities where location information can reveal personal patterns and preferences.
Users should understand the implications of location sharing, choose appropriate
levels of location detail for different activities, and maintain control over who has
access to location information.

Activity privacy settings allow users to control what information about their outdoor
activities is visible to other community members. This includes choosing what
activities to share publicly, controlling who can see specific types of activity



information, and maintaining appropriate privacy for sensitive or personal activities.

Communication privacy involves managing how other users can contact and interact
with you through the platform. This includes controlling who can send direct
messages, managing notification preferences, and maintaining appropriate
boundaries in community interactions.

Data Security and Account Protection

Account security measures protect user accounts from unauthorized access while
ensuring that personal information and activity data remain secure. All users are
responsible for maintaining appropriate security practices and protecting their
account credentials.

Password security requires using strong, unique passwords for P:G BETA accounts,
enabling two-factor authentication when available, avoiding sharing account
credentials with others, and changing passwords promptly if security breaches are
suspected.

Device security considerations include protecting devices used to access P:G BETA
from unauthorized access, keeping software and applications updated with security
patches, using secure networks when possible, and logging out of accounts when
using shared or public devices.

Data backup and recovery planning helps ensure that important personal data is
protected against loss while maintaining appropriate security for backed-up
information. Users should understand what data is backed up automatically and what
data they need to protect independently.

Security incident reporting requires users to report suspected security breaches,
unauthorized account access, or other security concerns promptly to platform
administrators. Quick reporting helps protect both individual users and the broader
community from security threats.

Community Privacy and Respect

Community privacy involves respecting the privacy choices and boundaries of other
community members while maintaining appropriate standards for community
interaction and information sharing.

Consent and permission requirements ensure that personal information about other
users is not shared without appropriate consent. This includes avoiding sharing
location information about others, respecting privacy settings and boundaries,



obtaining permission before sharing photos or information about others, and
understanding legal requirements for privacy protection.

Photography and media privacy considerations are particularly important for outdoor
recreation activities where photos and videos might inadvertently include other
people or reveal sensitive location information. Users should obtain appropriate
consent before sharing media that includes others and should be mindful of privacy
implications when sharing location-specific media.

Group activity privacy involves managing privacy considerations for group outdoor
activities while ensuring that all participants understand and consent to information
sharing practices. Group leaders should establish clear privacy expectations and
obtain appropriate consent for any information sharing or media creation.

Children's privacy protection requires special attention to privacy and safety
considerations when children are involved in outdoor recreation activities or platform
interactions. Users should understand legal requirements for children's privacy
protection and should take appropriate steps to protect children's safety and privacy.

Platform Usage Policies

Platform usage policies establish the technical and behavioral standards for using P:G
BETA features and services. These policies ensure that the platform remains stable,
secure, and valuable for all users while preventing abuse and misuse of platform
capabilities.

Acceptable Use Standards

Acceptable use standards define appropriate ways to use P:G BETA features and
services while prohibiting activities that might harm the platform, other users, or the
broader community.

Feature usage guidelines ensure that platform features are used as intended and in
ways that benefit the community. This includes using search and discovery features
appropriately, contributing content that adds value to the platform, participating
constructively in community features, and avoiding activities that might degrade
platform performance or user experience.

Resource usage limitations help ensure that platform resources remain available for
all users by preventing excessive or abusive use of system resources. This includes



reasonable limits on content uploads, appropriate use of storage and bandwidth
resources, and avoiding activities that might overload platform systems.

Commercial activity restrictions maintain the community focus of P:G BETA while
allowing appropriate commercial activities that benefit the outdoor recreation
community. Commercial activities must be clearly identified, provide genuine value to
the community, and comply with platform guidelines for commercial content.

Prohibited activities include any use of the platform for illegal activities, harassment
or abuse of other users, distribution of inappropriate or harmful content, attempts to
compromise platform security, and other activities that violate community standards
or legal requirements.

Content Ownership and Licensing

Content ownership and licensing policies establish clear understanding of rights and
responsibilities related to content contributed to and used through the P:G BETA
platform.

User-generated content ownership ensures that users retain appropriate rights to
content they create while granting necessary licenses for platform operation. Users
maintain ownership of their original content while granting P:G BETA appropriate
licenses to display, distribute, and use contributed content for platform purposes.

Attribution and credit requirements ensure that content creators receive appropriate
recognition for their contributions while allowing the community to benefit from
shared knowledge and experiences. Attribution requirements vary based on content
type and usage context but generally include crediting original creators and
respecting intellectual property rights.

Third-party content usage involves understanding and respecting intellectual property
rights when using content created by others. This includes obtaining appropriate
permissions for copyrighted content, providing proper attribution for borrowed
content, and understanding fair use principles as they apply to educational and
community content.

Content modification and derivative works policies establish guidelines for how
contributed content can be modified, adapted, or built upon by other community
members. These policies balance the benefits of collaborative content development
with respect for original creators' rights and intentions.

Technical Standards and Requirements



Technical standards ensure that P:G BETA remains accessible, reliable, and secure for
all users while supporting the diverse technical environments and capabilities of the
outdoor recreation community.

Device and software compatibility requirements ensure that P:G BETA works
effectively across different devices, operating systems, and software configurations.
Users are responsible for maintaining compatible software and hardware while the
platform commits to supporting reasonable diversity in technical environments.

Performance and reliability standards establish expectations for platform availability,
response times, and functionality. While the platform strives for high availability and
performance, users should understand that outdoor recreation activities may involve
challenging technical environments that affect connectivity and performance.

Data usage and storage policies help users understand how their data is stored,
processed, and protected while establishing reasonable limits on storage and
bandwidth usage. Users should understand data usage implications for their activities
and plan accordingly for activities in areas with limited connectivity.

Security and privacy compliance ensures that P:G BETA meets appropriate standards
for data protection, privacy, and security while complying with relevant legal
requirements. Users should understand their rights and responsibilities related to
data protection and should report security concerns promptly.

Enforcement and Consequences

Enforcement procedures ensure that community guidelines and platform policies are
maintained consistently and fairly while providing appropriate consequences for
violations and opportunities for education and improvement.

Violation Assessment and Response

Violation assessment involves systematic evaluation of reported violations to
determine appropriate responses that balance community protection with fairness
and educational opportunities.

Severity classification helps ensure that responses to violations are proportionate to
the nature and impact of the violation. Minor violations might result in educational
interventions, while serious violations could result in account restrictions or



termination. Severity assessment considers factors such as intent, impact on others,
frequency of violations, and responsiveness to previous interventions.

Investigation procedures ensure that violation reports are evaluated fairly and
thoroughly before consequences are imposed. Investigations include reviewing
reported content or behavior, gathering relevant evidence and context, providing
opportunities for accused users to respond, and making decisions based on
established guidelines and evidence.

Educational interventions provide opportunities for users to learn from mistakes and
improve their behavior without punitive consequences. Educational responses might
include providing information about community guidelines, connecting users with
mentorship resources, or requiring completion of educational activities before full
platform access is restored.

Progressive discipline ensures that consequences escalate appropriately for repeated
violations while providing opportunities for behavior improvement. Progressive
discipline might include warnings, temporary restrictions, permanent restrictions on
specific features, or account termination for serious or repeated violations.

Account Restrictions and Suspensions

Account restrictions provide targeted responses to violations that limit specific
platform capabilities while allowing continued participation in appropriate activities.

Feature restrictions limit access to specific platform features that were involved in
violations while maintaining access to other platform capabilities. Feature restrictions
might include limitations on content contribution, community interaction, or specific
activities that were involved in violations.

Temporary suspensions provide cooling-off periods for serious violations while
allowing eventual return to full platform participation. Temporary suspensions include
clear timelines for restoration and requirements for demonstrating understanding of
community guidelines before access is restored.

Permanent restrictions may be necessary for serious violations that demonstrate
ongoing risk to community safety or platform integrity. Permanent restrictions are
imposed only after careful consideration and typically include opportunities for
appeal and review.

Account termination represents the most serious consequence for violations that
cannot be addressed through other means. Account termination is reserved for the
most serious violations and typically involves permanent loss of platform access and



associated data.

Appeals and Review Processes

Appeals processes ensure that enforcement decisions can be reviewed and corrected
when appropriate while maintaining the integrity of community guidelines and
enforcement procedures.

Appeal submission procedures provide clear pathways for users to request review of
enforcement decisions. Appeal procedures include specific timelines, required
information, and processes for submitting and tracking appeals.

Review criteria establish standards for evaluating appeals and determining when
enforcement decisions should be modified or reversed. Review criteria include
consideration of new evidence, procedural errors, proportionality of consequences,
and changes in circumstances since original decisions.

Independent review processes provide additional oversight for serious enforcement
decisions through review by community members or external parties who were not
involved in original decisions. Independent review helps ensure fairness and
consistency in enforcement while maintaining community confidence in enforcement
procedures.

Resolution and restoration procedures establish clear processes for implementing
appeal decisions and restoring appropriate platform access when appeals are
successful. Resolution procedures include timelines for implementation,
communication with affected users, and steps to prevent similar issues in the future.

Reporting and Appeals Process

Effective reporting and appeals processes ensure that community guidelines are
enforced fairly and consistently while providing appropriate channels for addressing
violations and resolving disputes.

Violation Reporting Procedures

Violation reporting provides community members with clear, accessible ways to report
violations of community guidelines while ensuring that reports are handled
appropriately and efficiently.

Reporting mechanisms include multiple channels for reporting violations such as in



app reporting tools, email reporting, and emergency reporting procedures for serious
safety concerns. Reporting mechanisms are designed to be accessible and easy to use
while providing appropriate security and privacy protection.

Required information for reports helps ensure that violation reports include sufficient
detail for effective investigation and response. Required information typically includes
specific details about the violation, relevant evidence such as screenshots or links, and
contact information for follow-up if necessary.

Anonymous reporting options provide ways for community members to report
violations without revealing their identity when safety or privacy concerns make
anonymous reporting necessary. Anonymous reporting includes appropriate
protections for reporter identity while providing sufficient information for
investigation.

Emergency reporting procedures provide immediate response capabilities for serious
safety threats or urgent violations that require immediate attention. Emergency
reporting includes 24/7 availability and direct connection to appropriate emergency
response resources when necessary.

Investigation and Response Timelines

Investigation and response timelines ensure that violation reports are addressed
promptly and efficiently while providing appropriate time for thorough investigation
and fair decision-making.

Initial response timelines establish expectations for acknowledgment of violation
reports and initial assessment of reported issues. Initial responses typically occur
within 24-48 hours and include confirmation of report receipt and preliminary
assessment of urgency and severity.

Investigation timelines provide realistic expectations for completion of violation
investigations while ensuring that investigations are thorough and fair. Investigation
timelines vary based on complexity and severity but typically range from several days
to several weeks for complex cases.

Decision and notification procedures ensure that investigation results and
enforcement decisions are communicated clearly and promptly to all relevant parties.
Decision notifications include explanation of findings, consequences imposed, and
information about appeal procedures when applicable.

Implementation timelines establish clear expectations for when enforcement
decisions take effect and how they will be implemented. Implementation timelines



include consideration of appeal periods and practical considerations for
implementing restrictions or other consequences.

Community Support and Mediation

Community support and mediation services provide additional resources for resolving
conflicts and addressing community issues that may not require formal enforcement
action.

Mediation services help community members resolve conflicts and disagreements
through facilitated discussion and problem-solving. Mediation is voluntary and
confidential, focusing on finding mutually acceptable solutions rather than
determining fault or imposing consequences.

Community support resources provide assistance and guidance for community
members who are experiencing difficulties or need help understanding community
guidelines. Support resources include educational materials, mentorship programs,
and direct assistance from community moderators.

Conflict resolution training helps community members develop skills for preventing
and resolving conflicts constructively. Training resources include information about
effective communication, conflict de-escalation, and collaborative problem-solving
techniques.

Restorative justice approaches focus on repairing harm and rebuilding community
relationships rather than simply imposing punitive consequences. Restorative
approaches might include community service, educational activities, or facilitated
discussions between affected parties.

Conclusion

The P:G BETA rules and community guidelines represent a comprehensive framework
for creating and maintaining a positive, safe, and environmentally responsible
outdoor recreation community. These guidelines reflect the collective wisdom and
values of the outdoor recreation community while addressing the unique
opportunities and challenges presented by modern technology and digital community
platforms.

Successful implementation of these guidelines depends on the active participation
and commitment of all community members. Every user has a responsibility to



understand and follow these guidelines while contributing positively to the
community culture and supporting other members in their outdoor recreation
pursuits. The guidelines are designed to be living documents that evolve with the
community and the platform, incorporating feedback and lessons learned from
community experience.

The enforcement and appeals processes ensure that guidelines are applied fairly and
consistently while providing appropriate opportunities for education, improvement,
and dispute resolution. The goal of enforcement is not punishment but rather
community protection and education that helps all members contribute positively to
the shared outdoor recreation experience.

Environmental responsibility remains at the core of all P:G BETA activities, reflecting
the understanding that outdoor recreation depends on healthy, preserved natural
environments. Every community member has a responsibility to demonstrate
environmental stewardship and promote conservation values within the community
and beyond.

Safety consciousness permeates all aspects of the guidelines, recognizing that
outdoor recreation involves inherent risks that must be managed responsibly. The
safety

requirements and best practices outlined in these guidelines provide a foundation for
safe outdoor recreation while encouraging appropriate challenge and adventure.

The community values of respect, inclusivity, and collaboration create the foundation
for positive interactions and mutual support that make P:G BETA a valuable resource
for outdoor enthusiasts of all backgrounds and experience levels. By embracing these
values and following these guidelines, community members contribute to a platform
that enhances outdoor recreation experiences while building lasting connections and
shared knowledge.

These guidelines will continue to evolve as the P:G BETA community grows and
develops, incorporating new insights, addressing emerging challenges, and adapting
to changing needs and circumstances. Community feedback and participation in
guideline development ensure that the rules remain relevant, practical, and
supportive of the community's goals and values.

The success of P:G BETA depends on the collective commitment of all community
members to these guidelines and values. By understanding, following, and promoting
these standards, every user contributes to a platform that serves the outdoor
recreation community effectively while preserving and protecting the natural
environments that make outdoor recreation possible and rewarding.
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GENERAL DISCLAIMER:

In preparing this document and the other supporting documents and graphics, we've
done our best to ensure a streamlined and easy onboarding process for our P:G Beta
testers. As we are most definitely HUMAN,we will make MANY mistakes. In compiling
these documents we've attempted to capture the current platform capabilities
without overpromising the planned future improvements. Some or all of these
features, ideas, mechanics, etc. are subject to change at any point with or without
warning.

These rules and guidelines are designed to create a positive, safe, and sustainable
outdoor recreation community. For questions about specific guidelines or reporting
violations, please contact the P:G BETA community support team through the in-app
reporting system or community forums.
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